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co^nt took a ttst on <ut G^foeuory tod Sttrtiwd 

rwoeol^ that coa itrucws had a moderate offoct on nader^ 
aanAi^ of th£ gtdboi w\mx on^ a weak a^neiawn ooatcd baween 

catt^eehawan of (he gklbai maoi ^dea waoi parwdculy 

the &^bc3t mm tdoa AnSyna of Jocai wunn ^doa'i tcanat feowu su^ 
ftsed that idenh/iciswn of the o^bctt m 0 ut Aa woe affected by the dtff ee 
of c^bc^tneae^ u*ta£h ua tneaiur^ m mm of omet^ struaat^ poekttan 
oi the paragraph, ar^ the of pomte oi the oetuencc ArwtyM of 

2 stM( focnfoe aesoc^ited W9h ifftpbot win ideae the ^tntpiet 

Toie of oestqiii tn iSusoasm/ (he mm The study offm somepmOi^ 

fifli unpbc^um fur ccD^ readpt/ carriouhon artd instruaton as as 
teoteok UTUiTtf 

t )s ttueieLy sgrttd by TtscsitheTS 
^riA thflorists thai ths ^ility u> ideodiy and stsxe lh£ nl9^r^ u cti^ 

tjj2 U> rftnwmrrifw 

gr VenJuiiv 2003, Gneuec Pcinsroy, & Ccug, 2002; Preoky, i0M, 
SIBTBD& 1086; WiDiams, ieS8) In view of Oie ordeal role of du num 
hardly surpnauii tbatlaaniiiic tD id^iuiiy tti f idea 
]£>f^ beeo ceiun] tc ths tleme^iaiy school xoadiiic cuniculum aod 
yoiul (GcYves, 1986; Jjtandn Cola, Hcpppoa, Wilson, 19U) Mcrejvet, 
^|enm( ths rnaiy\ idsa^ has been regarded as a litmus test ^ soccessful 
reading cofOfiTchfiWim and, (heretee, caught aa s m^^ox reading strata 
ngf to bndge ths gsp botvreen ]eas able readers aod more able readere 
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(PiQldif^ & PeaiBon, 1M4) In otboi vrordfl, lh£ abflicy to id^nil^ the 
mjaiw idoadfJmftfttsdbflmBen stnof uid wca^reAder& 

Om cbe jeai^ tiu icadoig ccnuDooi^ hM ccotmued the mqnnj 
iQtD mani ld£a ccspnlunaiciii, dinctuig its ansnocn is llic xiadet^s 
cfflifidfliUB indpriorksowk^ (ASatbash, 1900, Dmy d^UfUei, IMO^ 
Prcasloy, Ghatsla, Pine, ^ Wolcat^ 1000), the numto of exsmplos 
pUceisoQt of ihe topic aentooco in du ten (Beishuisen^ Assebe^ 
PnnaoQ, 6r Bbhout-Hcbi, 200^ Dayd^Znjakewaki, 1001; Harp 
lOOB;: and nraisKy insinicdim (Aendn, Hoppes, 6^ Xm, 2000). Qi?en 
the aneiDO impormnco cf coispxoliessu>n in leaniing asd ihe 

canoeJ n^e of ihe main idea m readu^ comprebenaicrv it q on^ natnnl 
ID predict dial research into rr^9^r^ idea cofopreheiuion vnD coodnuc 
until icadtDi lerels tmpn>va and coOcfle students are capable 

of ondfiotanding their tasbocAs at the Icrel expected by tbetr prefer 
aocs. In ahsft, thare la ffi D to be learned an d understood about 

thfi auio idea f ro m cbe peispeccive of reading reaeanbefa^ educatora, 
and/nadee 

TTiia gudy jhJoittrtiatedbetwsan mais ideas on two levels cbe global 
mjaiw Idea at the ordiacourse iavd, and the local ”iain at Ihe 
patigiiph leral. Paitbeimore, die local main ides was broken down 
mis two csiBfOTies aplioc and unpb^ Doa to the m taxi 

siuLiua belrraen nsnsoon and erpoehon, this stndy {ocused on ex« 
poaiDry its sonOire. It to what extent tbe global 

mjaiw was related to tba local main idea text stmtfure. (t also 
1 D(A a doaor look at cbe local ideas m terms of their expbotnoss 
ox impUdtneaa^ as determined by textual features. Specifically, three 
researnb qoesnons gnided snidy^ 

i Of tbe TTiaiTi anA t^vt atTDCtun, wbicb would be^ 

tar prehq sod acccunc for stndents^ abOi^ Id Identic Ihs 
global main idea^ 

X Wbat featurea would rnaVm exi^idt rnam 

more sxpbc4C^ 

3 Wbat tsztuaJ fostujus wunld Tnairw j|0 impliQt mam idea 
leas impb^^ 

Background 

Unlike the conscusua about tbe uuponanoe of die mam idea m 
rtwm pTT.h fmf i rm , tbe coutezs in which tbe term nunn idao has been used 
varka ham study tD srudy Infoct^die termntfvndm waafimodtobe 
syuof^moQS wttb tbe theme cf e nauailve story (Broek es al , 2003, 
Graesser et al , 2002), tbe central cf an szgohtciy (Aflesbacb, 

IMO; Beishmsenetal , 2D03r Davey &MQlec, 1900; Preasley ecaJ , IMC^, 
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piTiA thfl tufiL MAtfiiue m A pangnpb of An erpoatory (Qv & 

jAkcwaki, 1901, Goldaiu. SanL d^CMs. IMS^ M£jp6^UA;e^ 1MB>. 7%c 
liKMAUM ofcbe lEJm, in wni^i^ 

nude it luid to a^contely ccopare rr salts aotMA stndies Ai>d pnmdc 
flUAflincfti] fuidancc {DrclsoiDom umuction. 

Hue srut^ viewed the idea on twQ hiofuchkal larelfi 

iftTjai global origin referred tc the central idea of e multiple 
parafraph, erpoaUDry text, while ihe local main idea wae de&nedaa die 
m^iot anponanl point aboot the topic of an individual paiagrapb The 
iftTjai main was differcoiiated m temu of ▼lalbilitj id the reader 
The explicit mam idea waa staled in the paracraph, hence Tiaible to the 
reader, the iiophcit rr^9^r^ aotgestsd m the parafrapb, hence 

leae Tisible (s the readec 

The level of the Tnam was an impomt ft ^aor that would inili^ 
ence the imerpretadon of sru^ reaults A text usaaHy has several lo^ 
mjain iri^jaa bot odIj onc global num idea govenu the entire ten 
^riA received support fiom all the local main ideas in the But the 
global i^a Ifl Tint tlw «im nf^TI Ifwral main i/lAat pjt together 
lostesd, it is for m ed through a hieiBxchJcaOy sonoired Therefore, 

knowledge oftextstnicaiR would help the xaadet Id identic ihe global 
mjain iH^ja (MejeT Rico, 10B4) In &CI, aTirf aiulysmg the text 
struccore to generate the Tnain a highly xeccuuxiended ciut 

mg strategy to the cuader^a separaheo of *the wheat from the 

chaff (Preaale7&^ UcConnkk, 1995) 

ThetaiowledgD of text acre ctm includes the notion of the hiefirehical 
natnre of expository the abOi^ tc rtcognse Ihe ovofaD logi^ 

strnccore of the text (Meyei; 2003) According to Meyei; hiecurehi^ 
structure of ideas la chara< 2 ensdc of exposttoiy text, Tn^n 1 T^y that the 
meat important idea is placed cu top other ideas are located in 
descending order of importance hence constmitiog the overall logi« 
cal stnimre of the text The hierarchical structure of sxpeeiiory 
stasis that idend^lng ihe lo^ m9^r^ i^jea may oot neceasanly lead 
to ideotifymg ^obal mam By 

an individual paragraph may not indicate that the reader undeiutands 
the entne text The dtstmenon betsreen the global n^e 

local main idea undeiacc res a stiucenreJ viev of the rr^ai^r^ realised 

1 A hierarchically organized text lu addition, a could captnre where 
fnn>preh #Tu i pn succeeded cu foiled 

Fhr the local level idea, study adopted the de&ufticm offered 

fay AuBs (lOTS^ Ahhongh his de&niuon is three decadeeoid, it is the on^ 
one so ba found in the Lrtscuture clearly condned the main idea to 
the paiugraph level Hexeovef; itspeci5ed its form, cootenc, relevmce, 
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liKStion, visibility Assordu^ to Aulls (19?^, du UMiDy 

appem m one complste Bcmaicc; it b (be non inportaiit statement 
that srplauia (be topic of a paiBgraph^ it tt xelatsd to the ms^crity of 
aentootte in the paracraph it ni^ at any point in a patagnph^ 
tt may be iTn pliArt anA gr p>ior 92) 

Ibvardtbe eodonuadeflniDciiv Aiillsmaii^ adirancQonbetweeo the 
main artA QpbClt idce^ ThU aaanrrkma 

that the two of rr^9^r^ ideas tap difiercot cofzutm cj pah lb boa 
When readini a paragraph with an expliQt (be reader could 

use the mainakaatacemeDtaa a clue to infer tbe relaocn^upbetvraen 
this natament an d tbs ran of the aentencea in hs paragnph^aome^ 
thing waa offered (sbmld on When reading a paragraph with an impbcit 
mjaiTi iri^ja (be (ladoT has to explore the reJat^nship awiAwg ^11 the 
aententto^btde le ofleted s stanwidL vanaoon in arudenta' 

abib^ to xecogDlse the tvn of the ideaa was n rKHyd in (he 

bw studies that aeparaccd the main idea from the implidt one 

Pbr inrancQ^ main ideas were generally comprahended mere 

readfly and co x r ectJy than imphdt mam ideas (Haiti Rabinowitz, & 
Schieble, mfl, Williams, Ibyiof; & Ganges 19ftl) Tbe of infer- 
Incised in ccmprabendmg (he two types of local main ideas was 
deiolbedby fCmtach ( 1 O 0 S) se a ^^tinnnm cM^pinp from aotomaac, 
easy, qoick and subconadoua to oBordOX ccn trolled, st hI cooacooue 
In a senae, the diffecinca berween identi^lng the erplicit main idea 
ud (ho ffliplicu one was ""^tar to die differance between answering 
A TTiniti pia rtini^^ qucodon and ao Open ended one. 

Not only would the distinction berween the tvro hiiids of mam la^aa 
permit moio accoxate assessment of the reader^ sbib^ to inJbt, but it 
wnnia wlftA tim tyaa^alm gniflrtr an plnfltiratifm In dieiT attempt 
ID coDstnict the imp hoy main idea^ raadeis most tap their pnidocti?o 
lanrnftjn to articulate the mjain idea (bat was not ezpliQtly s(a(ed 
tQ the ixi bet, u was {cond (he (c constract die impiirf» 

mjam deToloped rela(mly lata in moat xiadeta was simply 

niissing in others (Bruwnd Day, 19 B3) Ueaaunng a aindents ability to 
dinnguisb between (be erplici( idea and tbe im pl i d( coe would 
enable edocscora is look more deep^ Jt students^ nesd^wbedier (bey 
ntftilfii nasiP^Tif^ ^ gvnig /^ imgnig tirmf^ p^Mn^^ lo Other 

winds, only when tbe cegnilive challenge of identifying both bnds of 
main ifVifci was diaolminatod could accurate assesanenc of aiudenta^ 

m%A^ anA ^JT mrrivn p^dfflg m^rT^ y^rm Iv^ mmw 

a reality 

Ifeat genre waa sT K^ h ^r fector (hat tended (o influence the interpr^ 
tation of stndy results sbout ths mam reladonship between 
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nuUvidu^J i&iUDCM m u oposttorj ♦grt qaalttn^el; diff&mt 
Aqid that m a zurrAti?e Ic a oanu^ cen^ the chftnetor^s joals 
pl^ a pToiaJ nio ID e^tablishiii£ ihD overall strucnixo cl du bo 
that lli£ Goozioctioiu between ten nn^t% h^r^^ oa the chsucttn joals 
(Bmk et bL, 2A03j Id u erpcailDr7 (be ten strnctm is onosl tD 
Tcvoaiif^ tbo antlnr^s of ideas^ ao (bDt (be cDUtfcdona betnen 

impurtiiot points axe leateed thnwgh the (os soucrurc As o rvelt, 
urratioo erposmcri m niacroi>rDcessui( [Casb, 

Brhnmm 20M). Wbon resdiD| a narrative tart» (be reader beep 
j] merkA tbfl clumctBT^s fcsls ui cftlex tD undsmand tbo cbaiacter^s 
betaffTinr; wben reading an eapedtory ten, the leader nraat recognise 
tbo aadiai^a twrt nucniro w order (s nodoistand the ^obal rn%m 
snpponodbjlnco] mam idea^ Tbereibre, it ianoceasaiy to 
narratioo 6em srpednen rdisn storing the e fleet of tgrt atmOure on 
tbo cc ID prehension of main idea 

Method 

PampfUDtis 

Pardapants >yere 57 6m«y ear srudonts ata nonbeanain unmm^ who 
enicQed id a coQogo reading course due to their lelatirdy low acoree 
CD a placemant teat tbo Toibal component m (be &d Tba over* 
^fbclnung maiontj of the srudonts were asdsional srudonis Afruan 
American srudenta accounted to 68% Amcog tbo AAican American 
acodentii 66 % ramm fromruban achocri dutneta m a ma|or city. The rcat 
won Caucasian srudonts who mesdj from amoD (Dwna aroand 
tbo univDcsitj. 

UaronaJ 

71i0 iQ^iftrialused ID thisscodjwas an expeanory ton (Vordeibsr 2006), 
wilb ahght ID odifi canon bribe purpose of this scod 7 Ithad 1^680 wnnis 
anA Tbfj thA Floscb4(incaid 

Reading L^ol was It ^ grads Below are the mtrodocQon of the and 
tbo opooing sentence of pangrspb two 

Afi amtaaly aspect of satMisdoeuA is tbs cf 

Ws all sxpeMeca such as happiDM at teoeivug an 

uaatpsettd (A s^mb about tlB breakup a raiaboeabJp, or aogsr 
wbea we bsttsve we have hsae takse advautaga uC Tha qusstloo la 
wlMhof to bebngs, and if sc^ bow Saif disclosure of 

tiling! ustiaDy will be esow tucceasAJ eot wbae tolisga are withheld 
or displsTed but when they aie daaenbad Lefs eadi ctf tbeee 

ibrees of daeliog wlib fbeliflga 

widduildlog fitellogs^that ia, kaaptflg cbeoi loalJe t wH glviDg any 




vtffail Of Miwtel codk to thfftf gwfil^y tm laoppropt^ 

fiioifii ofdBdliA(wlib fooliafs 

Thfl topic of the pus&fe^/brm ofAabiyMtftJ ee hTt ji wae oiptidtly 
mod in he Introdoctioa According to KuiAch (2005) his coOcegoeo^ 

Idond^lnt Ibc topic of the was a koy piottos m the tstablishinenl 

of die ina£ii>vij iKJiue of tbo ten 

The twTt cmlained throe implidc sectiona^ each uenaJedby a topic 
MWktwnr^ The 6rat scoioo oplsificd ihoibnns of dealing with feelmcs^ 
the ae CO fid soetko discussed ihe bene 6 Is of daooSnngbelingai the (hird 
aacQDO offered opa for deaadnnf tebng&Tbgethoii they conetirutedlho 
o?QJiD logical stracm of the tezt The ^obal main idea waa focused 
oa dcaoibuig feciin^ ftlegsong the other two forma of dcalioi with 
belif^ Id the penphoiy Bach paiagiapb in the fist secnen had a stated 
mjaiw ifVifc as ^owTi Ui du last aencence of the above excerpt In iho 
aeoond aectkav aQ tho paragrapha except one h ad impii^ mam ^AM^tL 
which stwed the amal benefits ofdeaoftioi feeling m lesponae to 
miscso cep dons ibout daacribmg fieehnga One paregrapb m the 

gft prifin hmj^ art im^irwr tnain 

Correapondtz^ tc the research questions ofthia scody^ testqDenoos 
about the paaaage wore up of rwo components Ons co m ponent 
the students abOi^ to ideuofy the ten struonixe to |sner« 
ate the global ^^lain idea The identification of the ten nrnotnie was 
measured by the idenfification of the three impiirii t^rt samons and 
the o>pie for each section. The test of the ^ebsl i^ea reqalred sn> 

dents tc write a statement abool the The other co m ponent 
the studenCa abihcy to adenti^ local main ideas^ both siphcit and 
iTTipiir ir iS anfifiratifm of the locsl idess was msaaoTed by a total 

of u qneadana Scvco questions focoeed on the erphcit Tnatn i^s ^f>d 
tior f p^gartfwnA fheusod 00 the nuplidt rri%m iAmi qoestiDns were 
tQ the fennst of short answers anH 6D-ifHhe4>lanha 

PTUcedtire 

lb begin with, a definition of the nub ides (AuUs, 1976) was tnmdoced 
and Itetsced, followed by guaded precoce to reinfiirco comprtbenaion 
^riA application The arudenta were adnsed to keep the topic In mind 
when conatTDCting the irepbcic ideL They were prompted to make 
m^janiw^ ouc cf details gTid wsmod againat segue weeds to aspicis 

the Implidt Tnam Tb arold ccnAialont the term d^sis was m t4 to 
mtredoce the global mam idsa^ whicb was used m the ten m place 

ofgioboi num fcr consiaten^ Fenowmgthe global main idea^ the 
cflDczptof the ten Mrucuiie was mtrodoced Examples of using the taxi 
siuctnre tc rev^ dotenmne the ^obsl mam idea were erpleine& 
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feODWod by soidfid jncoct 

Tlio radeotEWArttAtemedcfABupcomizig te4t about ttafi mam id cd 
boiOre aftar (bo ioctm pcaoic^ lb moovato (be atudeu(a te 
tbebaacxwil(at the studfiiua>M^fe told Ibattbo teat score would tccouol 
fer lOtt of final (rado A week after the mstructum m the ttiaiti 
idea and etruocore, the stndenta took (he teac on an erpoelory 
act pven (o theni bofoxA bu( cn a topic fay»niiat* o> tbeoL lb reduca 
testaimecy, no liine limit waa impoaed Meat atudeota finiabed the teat 
wilbln 40 minutna 

DtSA Ana(^u 

The ceioarcber analyaed (be data in three phases (c address (be reaearcb 
qoestiona Phase one focused on (be students' perfonoance In four 
categories the (lofcal idea^ the ten strucrur^ the orpbot TnAin 
^sa^ (he irepbdt yruin Students teere oedited m(b one point 
if they lecofrUaed tbe two fuoet Important points in the jlobsl Tnaiw 
^sa; tbey were oedked with a half pcmi tf they identified only one 
points When the tot sectiocis were correctly ud mpica were 

appropriately students recefred one point, they rccelred 

a when only (he seotiona were iDcal main ideas were 

%ocnd indmdofilly in order to analyze (be students^ performance m 
relation to (be textual features asaedatsd wl(b tbe main Corred 
beatification of each yruam idea merited a score of cue pooL Since tbe 
study was an meeatigatiou of meanmf construction, grammatical and 
spellinc errors In tha statements of the local tnpboit idea and (be global 
mjain idea woTO Uigely ignored, unless they hindered understanding 
Finally, scorn on each cstogory wore arerafcd to refiect performance 
jn iTvSw Hi4itj>T categorlea 

Phase two focused on tbe relationship among the categories The 
global main Idea was identified as the dependent ssriable, correapon^ 
mg Id three mdgpendent variables: tbe souaun^ (be mfliTi 

idet^ (hn imphcit ide& A in(aJ of three statistical tests were 
performed Plret^ a simple regresnon analysis was coodnetad to deter^ 
dio effect of each odepondent vantfile oo tbe dependent varfr 
able Then^ a mnltrplo rtgreasion analycs was conducted (n ic?eal the 
aciust?e effect of independent vaiisble on the dependent TiriAie 

^riA tfi find e good would accoonl fi>r (he dependent varfr 

able PknaDy, a correlabon (eat was conduotsd to wr«mgwin relatiooabips 
amno| the four vanablea 

ifoaae three on (he features of eiphat 

St the aent&nce losel un d tbe textual Coatures of impiirtr ttuiti 
idea St the paragraph lersl Tbe (errual foatures of the expb^ ttiaiti 






IdoA vfore GDdod in sutuc^ structiire, poetum o the par&ci^pb, wd 
the fuusber of poots m dio seot0nc& Ikfce fiv examplo the Miuimoo, 
fAJthoo(h daAgibmg feolmg^ i£ ili£ but way cf dsalinc with 
bw pooplfl itt doing ao * ThiB donttneo had tvro poml^ coo orahubng 
doioiUiig feoimgfi u (bo but fnolhod aiMldu other informing (bo fo<a 
that bw people voro actually dou^ rt 

Hifl tortuaJ fCadiru cf dis three iinphcit TTuatn ideu wire coded 
tn the nusbor of BtatemoDta (hat cootradictsd e widely held reuoii 
br not deaoibing feebngi^ tbe number of decade that nppened the 
maeonbcoctdescTibif^ fooimge, the nomberofdoteilB (batsuppoitod 
the benefit of deaoibing bolingai and the number cf decade thet bii|k 
ported the henn of ZKrt deecribuig behnga Tbe ^>*Ttiuai {bacoree of the 
last impliQt main idea wnn coded in (be number cf etepa detaile 
thee demo nnatsd tbe etepa 

Reaulte 

J The Effect cf Ae Thru Ind£p€ndent Vhrwblee on the Global Mont 

On arofage, iS% of the etudente ccrrectiy idenbfiod aH the erpUcil 
mjaiw 42 k ptepody mferred all the iinpliQt main ideaa^ 30 % cf 
the eendente correctly answered quoedone ibout the cczt eoncruro^ 
11% of the students c o g e ctly stated tbo ^ebal 7^ 

perbnnanca of the students reanals some relationebips beewoon the 
indmdaal catogenea Firsts (bo aphot is least relaccd to the 

global main idea bnt cIdm^ related to the iTn piirtr main Seccod, 
the global main i^^ b more cloaely reJatod u> tert strnctuii to 
the exphat n r\ ^ unpheit idnae These relstionehips suggest tbe ef^ 

bet oF bio carchy^ taxi ra paragraph Pirsti tbo local larelaepaiates the 
er^diac mam idea and the onpbeat main idea finm tbe global mam idea 
at he text lereL Second^ understanding pangraplia does not necessarily 
lead to understandmg an onore Third, idcndfymg atiucturc 
helps fl> grasp tbe global fnam idea Tbe stndonta^ poo cot perbnnance 
In tnxi stTucQixe n r\ ^ tbe global rn%m aian suggests (bat idontl^ing 
tbo local TTiain ideas engages students in a lownT^lerel ccgoitire task 
than does idend^ing the ^cbal rr^ 9 ^r^ FcOowing are (be results of 
thine alsQstical tests. 

able i pro sent! the results of three simple regreasion tnalyaea In 
each aimple regruaion models the do pendent rinsble b the global 
mjaiw smaD p Tsluco (<0fni) br all the three mdepcodenl 

vsrishlaa iiuhcate that all die simple regression TnAH^ig atatmcalty 
avnificanL Mownrei; the hi^iest coeffioent (0 37 ) indicates that taxi 
eiuLiue shows the stroi^cst effete on tbe ^obal ide& The hlgb« 
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ttC A 2 (0 602x wtikb mswires bow well a rcgr^^ion approximates 

Ttal data fclntt, conBrma thxt ths xOMCtore u the beat 6l 

of all tbroe aiapla repreaaiDii foodeU. In tbu ths stndcoti^ poor 
porfcnDaoca on the ^obal idos tzCtaa dimr poos taicwledge of 
ten struenm lb detsmune Iho sxdoxlvB effSAof aaeb indepondfiol 
variable, a ooltiple recresaioo ualTsia vaa conducted. 


Ih&k 1 BJfcct af Et\A tn^apendani VenabU on the Gtaboi Uaiyf Ide^ 



C««ttciaaf 

P vihie 

ni 


r^|jh>h* kaa 

005 

<0001 

OJOl 


— <afcw ides 

0.11 

<0001 

0JS7 


Hat itnietm 

0^ 

<0.001 
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Thbia 2 ^biawe£ffea of^h /ndapandenr Vtannbla on rAa Clob«J 
Ufltn Idea 



C««Actaat 

/ VttllM 

R2 

idea 

0004 

<0 736 


— ofcw ides 

omo 

<asa2 


Hat itnietm 

ojaa 

<0 001 

0.036 


Ikbla 2 prtaenta dm renlls of the mnloi^e rtfr^aion ualyaia m 
wtilfih the dependant variable is die (lobal main idea, correspond* 
mg to three independent vanablea bated m the table AO duoe vahies 
aaaooated with atrucrure pomt to aome eAta cm the dependeol 
variable, the global mam Fuat, the hi|haat cMfficieol (0 J23) 
ahewa the atruDieatcAea of Ibe lext strnctm oo the ^cbal malnldea^ 
aecoDd, the p value ( < 0 . 001 ) preaenta the ataoacical a^aiOcance of die 
cert atnjcrure tot die global rr^9^r^ idea^ finally, the K 2 (0 06 ) 
a fii ^ (jii^ model In abort, Ihe moltitJt itgreaaioii anaJyais 

confinna the predictive ponr oftbe atnetura on the ttnHai ma\n 
ide^ In compariion, ihe other two independent vanablea abem hide 
tfleq (0 004, 0 0X0) on the arudenta' per&nnanca on the ^obal Tnain 
idea. The beewoen thair p valnea (<0 72S, <0 422) m this 

mcdel their p vahiea (<0 001 , <0 001 ) m the simple iigrenaion 
mcdelanggeata some conrlanon between the two van^ks. ThareioxA 
a correlation teat waa conduced. 
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Tkblt 3 ContlMna/r benfic^n 


variHbto 

fafi^(Gletel 

esplieii 

Use 

idea 


aie 



4iafc#> 

ac 

034 


mti etfucan 

a77 

037 

074 


ThbXn 3 pnMAtB &t correl^tioosbotweeQ u; two vansbltt A cooo^ 
trablO OOCTBIWOO li AhOVOlbeCWMIl lh£ flcbal ^^9 9nA trrt 
ftmctnn, ccosstcu with ths nople aod nniltiplo ro(reanoo modAli 
Snmlar to both rogreMim aiulyiea^ the conelaooo (0^48) between iho 
global main idea aod the explicit idea pro^a the wuken 
gaedog a girp between die abihtj tD ideen^ the i^a ^fxi 

the abOi^ to uoderaaod the global ”iain 
TI10 CDoelraoii between each pair of mdspendenl Tariablea is crer 
3016 (fl.H 0^7^ andO 74>. That bto say, there ba &ir^ sccn| correla- 
don (0^74) between recegnizmg the implicit ides and uoderaao^ 

Cba twTt etracttire. Theas cooelsdone accotmt tar the dismpao^ 
In p valnee bemen the sinipla rcgr^aion analyae ihe multiple 
regreasiQn analyaie The bet that structoie correlates soongly with 

the main (D.77) the im pl i dt main idsa (0 7^) suggosta 

the ^ar^nr^ of ^ conmujii aiDDf^ the three Tarlabke^anpliot^ 
neaa> Thb betor would compel the reader to m/er mramny hem the 
veibal iiiii iu^ATia the slated words. All ths demcosoated correlatioiia 
highlight the role of highsr4evel m/erence which e both consooua and 
efbrtftiJ. In other worde, ths oaedsd to idenb^ the erpliot Tnam 
Idaa IS qualitatlvaly dtSerenc Oum the ahiD needed to r^xjtr ^h^A ihe 
mam idea^ pereeiTS the text nructore, and mfer the impiirf» 
mam idet 

In sum^ the results of aH three different stadeocal analyseeaie cooa^ 
teoL Among the three independent vanabicsi tcrtatrucrure is the best 
indiotor of the students' peifcrmance 00 the global Tnain idoL Tbe 
indiotrre power comes finm the bet thstboth cert struerme and the 
global main are bmlt on a hne of thought rct}nires the reader 

ID recognise the stmcanBl derelopment of the tert^ aeparete die cez^ 
tial idea from the penphetal onea^ and establish a Ingicel or concepmal 
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yuiiLUire by pi^Hug tacb ^^lain jjoa m iq proper positiocL Hu wea^e^l 
efta of (be opli^ mem idea on file global izum idea iinpUer a quabt^ 
ti7Q di&rucebomoen the tvro vafiablea^apbCTt imphcit ai>d local 

as ^obeL Tbo statistical stacoi of (be unpUat luani idea suggests its 
mtemudiste rolo beeween (bo global mani idea aod du GEpUat Tnain 
idea^it aharas with tbo for m at a degree of impiirim^Aa awri ovtrlspa 
wilb (be lansr in a local contest 

^ Ibtutl /barwTss du E^beforaaa of th€ ^epUett M/ttJt IdtA 

Ikble i presents (be aoore of each szpbcat mam id^ an d l(s 
features m terms of sentence struourti paiagraidi posttion, ibe 
number of pomes In (be aentenco. For oonvemtno^ main ideas pro* 
aentad m com|da atructure art aepareiad boo Iboae m aiioi4t 

sentence structm 


Tbbto 4 ScoTBS md Thmmi Fbancer dte Mein Ideo 



tews 

Scrocttire 

Po^tloo 

Pchii 

1 

sc 


1 

1 

1 

n 


1 

1 

S 

24 


2 

1 

i 

2£ 


1 

2 

S 

30 


1 

1 

0 

40 

Klt4n1^ 

1 

1 

7 

n 


1 

2 


As ahown m Tbble 4. wtaen paiagtapb position tbe number of 
pomta are centroUed, stndtnts score higher on (he fnam pitoanted 
1 gtnpjg aentenee structure (he TTuam preacnisd m 
sentence sCTi®irt» The gap suggests that acolenee sonmre 

mskci tbe explidc main more erphdt 
When senanee atrucrure and number of pomts ain contnOel stu« 
denta aoore much lower than when (he ttiaiti idea ta o a non4oitial 
posiDon Moreore^ 2JM of tbe stodeotsmcooeedy Identified the iTirtiai 
sentence aa the rr^9^r^ idea^ aimply by vljtDS of is position Ikhing the 
TTufiifct sentence br the main idea reflects an engreiced behef 
tbe students that the rn^^ri ^ uaoeOy stated in (be firec sentence 
of a paragrepb It is bbeJy that this behef tbe students' artez^ 

tioQ to the sentence depressing ibea urge to look elsewhere in 
tbe paragreph dearly^ an position tbe tnain »Ar^ 

mere srpbcu 


Itaprs 
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When derUence straccors and pangraph poadcm an conODOai sn> 
dflius dccre lower on exphdl ^^lain ideas th^x cnotnin more thac one 
pomt This aoQcn fewer pouus or ceoiplcx (hoofbt ihe 

maic id^ more arphcu 

le ihe szphcitiieas of (he explicit rnain idea is s Tnart^r of de^ 
gR^ Thme tszloaJ fearvcs aflbct the explidmeas of the eri^idt mam 
Idaa^aenience stnKliiro, paiafrepbpoaiiioo^ aodths OQiober of points 
Tho offect of paracrapb pea bon rereals a nreng belief id ths initial 
poa don of ths erplidt main idea The eStcr of aanieoco stniccore and 
thfi oQiober of points exposes madcqoacies in verbal eSciencj and 
ci>gnidre capaoty necessary to process awnplo sentence stmccnre 
oompUcatad tboD^L 

J Tbetuol /bofKW Affecting Impiicimssa trfike fmpiicit Main liea 
In section, tbe word m/& was used to imdefscoco the gresur degree 

of unplidtnssa in the Implidi main ides than {onnd In tha eepUdt rnain 
lde& Id other weeds, all unplidt ttiaiti ideas require conadons eU 
fenfol in&rence The seccod ten section that contained three impiirf» 
mjaiw Ideas was preceded by a misitiooaJ paxagraplL of the fi>or 

pangraphe feQowing the tnnsitionsl paragreph began wrthsn explidt 
atstamenc of s widely held reaaoo {or not describing {belings, despite 
thfi benedt of describing feelings AD reseons except one were 

diamiaaedby the author as bias belie fe or imlcQfidedconttms In order 
to correctly infer die impliotmamidea^ Ihe scodents had to understand 
thfi beoafit in the context of tho reaaoo diamiaed as a fa t** belief In 
odiar wneda^ the stndentB had to {qDow the aothor^a train of thought to 
esamioe ihe reaaoos orticalty The third aectien, which contained 
one implicit main idea^ was alao preceded by a lansitiooal paiagiapb 
a^nahng he reader that the section to fellow would pconde mstructioo 
CO bow to desoibe feehngs 


Thbic S Sems Tbctual fkarm# of Implicit Main fdstu 
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Ikblo S invents ths two ten Mffiofu separately Pm Oos prosems 
the JtDdoMs^ aoorea on (hreo impbcat i^aa aloi^ with their lenual 

fescuroamthfl scerad sectioa Pan^^px^aiua one cnplidl mam idea 
^riA iti t^wnxMi fDsturce m (be third aecDcn. 

Studenia icpird lowM on mani idea 2 IWn temal reshues about 
mjam 2 proientcd m 1U>le S are xoTealmc Ttt one no details 

in (ho puBcrapb support ths benefit of deambmf feelmfs or the harm 
oFnetdamgso Instead, three detula are devoted to tndng the sources 
oFa widely held reason The studonis^ ststsmentscfmsin idea 2 reveal 
that uuf^ students understood (he expliat reason but wsre unclear 
about the ben efiL Ahbou^ the paagrepb condudes with a statement 
that coondiota the reason stated at the befinziini, the preveibng details 
sopponiui (he mason in the abaeuce of supporting the benefit 

pnjvu misleading coofusmg 

As mentioned w^aHi^r ewy paeagrapb in this section st a w oxpliQtiy 
a reason {or ooldesoftiog While dus statsment sets a stage tot 

countering the reason as a false behe£ the lack of supportiog details for 
tbebcueflt oFdesoibing fieettngaasems to have drawn die studcuis^ at- 
tonliim m the voong direcDoiL It is likely that (he abssnea of supporting 
details {Or tbe implicit main idea caused soms arudenta tn fccus on the 
reason cathsr (he benefit. This misplaced {ocua reflsm a umtal^ 
ay of aome arudenta who show greater mtcresi m a reason than the 
validity of the rcaaocL Tbe low score aasodsted with the second 
idea suggests (hat if adeqosts suppcitmg details vreii provided fiir the 
implicit main it would be rcudeiud lea 

In compadaoiv stu dents scored much higher recognizmg the third 
As tiiown 01 Tkble S, tbe pangiapb contains more details 
which support the benefit of deombmg feelings than details which 
apinisi wt^ people do net desoibe fieehi^. Uore imponaully, three 
details support (he harm of not deaqflring {beling& When tbe 
m^in 1^02 mvulvBS coxToctuig a miaconceptioiv detaili contradicting 
the miaconceptum cmphasizii^ the ccnceptido would the 
nnplidt main lea tin pl i nt 

Smdenta' scores are close on i^as 1 and 3, althou^ main idea 1 
has fewer sirpporting details m (WO categories than mam idea 3 On the 
other bandf i dr a 1 has one more Waiement 

idea 3 Bvidendy, mere couLieduiiig statements o&et the drawback of 
fewer oreiiO aopporong details When tbe un|4icic ratio involves 
rtmfcrdng a coocepnon, over a miaconcepnoD, mors comzadictlng 
stateizmtE would make die imphc4t idea lea uTipiirW 

Snide ne a^red higbsat on recognizing mam idea 4 which difte horn 
the odier three unplidt raain ideas m two nodcnihle ways. First die 
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knowledge molved ie disdncL M£m idu 4 is about procedural taiovU 
cd|e wtiiJt tho mhor tbit^ ninis) ideas an tf)out declawm knowlcd^s 
AO misconception Is mvoi?ed in main idea aH die sentenesa 
bena cm hov 4 iostniotioiL It ausests that wtasn in&nnatioii b con- 
vc^ed as stxaijhcArward piDcsdomltaiowledtet the implicat main idea 
appeals lass implicit 

Ie aupponif^ details in die preseniaticn cf die mpbcit main 
iAma mmka. main jd fra implicit ID th ^ reader Sopportint 
wtiicb rohitE a flusconespden tbs implicit main ides kes 

Implidt hfthermom, m mUi^ti^it ptiATi 

the imptiai mam ides concsniinc tbo misconcepcioQ snD appear 
impiirf» PmaDy^ deeiaralive knowledge is mom than fti 

^KDcednnl coiiDterpait 

Discuasioa 

Tbs results of tbu study haTO several cumailar iostnictiofial impbea- 
dona Post, the atudeois' periormance oa the main at botb ihe 
^obal and local levels indicates that undeistandicg the mam idea should 
gciD remain an mstrucnciiaJ {oau ibrths college reading coarse 
to promote the cosdmg abib^ cf drst-jeai; mdefaebienng students 
Kintscb i 1086) AiaAn^ih^A two cstegcnes of arrpfvr vs mefium 

Tbs aitibct text, such as Uteracnre» was stndisd in its own n^it while 
the xscdinmtezt such as the vms studied 6 n the ma^yrngtifw 

tt presented At ccOefe, wruaDy aH the &D mto the categoiy of 
csquiTing stodeols to identify and comprehend rr^a^r^ 
crplaiotd m the tszfiKxA^ CoiTcapoiidinf to the two categodes of text 
Knaenhlsci (^ 1878 ) idennded two acances taken by the x^der. sahsne 
vs sijsm When readnif an arti&ct cen^ the reader usually ihe 
eetbetic Imng throo^ the experience described in the text, 

when reading a me drum lert^ die reader noeda to ihe sfierenl 
acaoce, focusing on important ideas presented in the text The hterature 
review that supports study staorre that students do not do weD m 
Identifying main ideas. Tbu study offers more mfennaticn 

about stDdents^ diBcalty with identifying the main idea Pmdingsfrnm 
this stndy suggest that the college reading mstmciers need to 

bena cm the employed in paaping the global rnain anA ihe 
lixal impliot rnaiTk idcL GivQD what th^e atodents lack what u 
retjnired of ihem^ many underprepsred fimiTeai stodants wID benefit 
Academically from the college readmg course helps to tjh 
lanpnaiely deapher tobooks they encounter on a daily bagia i4nriTig 
their coDega careen 

Second^ the effect of the stnubire oo the global main idea indK 
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cate^ th^t coQfiso ciadoig tostrucDcn eocooiact scodtDS tc be 

MQ^vo Id twTt stmccore %OMto tnce the ds^opiunl of (be global 
fiDiD loci] idea& Decede^ of meAicIi ha^D tMbbahed 
tbo importut role ef stiuctm in readoig ccoprebdoaum (Mejor 
6^ Rk£, 1M4, Pieolsy & HcCormkk, 1M5) This smdramAn&a its e5 
fbct on u5ideotsiidin( (he main Hib piocea of gAAfr>mig 

ibr (be ^obal mam >n^ja ^tsits with identi^mf the atrucrure of the 
Mocecvtii ths students' poor p^ir f^rryuanf^ on (be flobal main and 
ten stTocom ugcaJs mcobarent thoD|hl proceases an d ioaensiQntj 
to the ten stmccore. Since xiadoig thinVing muruaBy in/Orni 
othsi; msonmoo on mrt jtnumre will nujtors scedents^ hi^mr-lfirel 
m&nnce ei>d logical dmihiDi abilities^ winch vnD aBow tbam tD 
detect connections among ideae ud examme whether the cooneedDns 
axe auS^n( to Tibdate (he globaJ idea Witbont itimVing j^Tia 
reading wiD stay at a sirpertcial Isrel Coneequendy, oloal thmtang 
jTirf ftiiia n tifir squliy , an anpofXAin part of die nuasiDQ of highar ednea^ 
tiffwi would be omhinhable 

T ^ifri iti f (arcQi] baenrea of explicit main ira^Ai m relation id thn 
ate dents' per&nnance point to an matruoicDa] need to atres RtirtieVi 
probaency ina ccOoge cnading course Many underpnptred stodeots 
o postseccodary sellings come wtth gaps, some elgznbcanc, m th^ 
diilr^ to read comprehend written ten a( the coOege level In other 

WDTt^ their substandard reading perfonnance waa part^ canaodby 
weal fijQOiiation in the Eoghah language V4ng (3006) detnOad sonh 
defi^ocsca among freshmen at a commumty c^eg^ Such dedmodas 
becaoso nodeeable when ittame id undemanding ideae praaanlad in 
fonnal laogiiage the complex aeotence stracttirea ^pica] of cnl* 
lege textbochs Here importantly, these stodenls' defidant En^lshwHl 
iimir iheir cogninre capao^, m tha way of their coOnge ieariy 
to^ uddiacoorege them from huthei inteDecmal pomlL Edocidonal 
peycbologista (Piaget, r^Hain & Gabam, 10SO; S^gota^, 1M8; long 
age recognised the pivotal role of laogiiage m engnidve deveioproant 
As a category maha^ language iTifln^nr^ji tindcnanding 

^riA guides the orgamzanen of meaning. Ai ccOcge whom conceprual 
ujideretandiDg oigtaiation of m^anmy prevail in reading malxrl* 

als, English de6cien^ will i^oduce the *Ha(diewa Effect* (StBOOvich^ 
IMS) If not addnaed m a timely effeenvp maooer m tbe coDage 
reading comBe. 

Tlie tertoal &atmaofim|didl raam ideas m relation (d tbe smdenta' 

p^ rfrtymjaTm^ pftifi>m thA ferflirarmp cOUipJC* 

bcnsioiL Thie study suppccts dis conchiuon made by Beishuisa (3002) 
^riA bis ceneagnea that tbe absence of examples m sxpoucoiy ten hn^ 




dersd coixipxdhei3su>n. On the other hand, thu study dcmconatdd (iial 
most does not nccoaanly mean b e tter In adiition^ the cole of example 
damooetmed aoise relation^up with die of nifannacioQ pr^encod 

m the (ezt If the uifOrmatido lan sfainn some conventidnal or 
mrolred nusconoeptioo^ counter exaiuplea sppeand (s aarist 
understanding. When deciding on the ideal T uimiwr con- 

stderaoco abcoldbe pven Id die kmd of mfcnnatioQ prcseDCed and the 
Studfintenotoc^tondtortmembor coimnUonaJ 
behfite but also tell back on cbciD m tbeir waja of thictang (Branalbidt 
Brown, & rArVing^ 190ft). Such a tendeoQ has soido implicaocQ fiv 
terthock voiteia ae weD as claaaroom instruaofn That ia^ more gyatrip w 
jwH repeated ptacdcoa ahoold be pn>vided is reiDove belieft ao aa 
to make room Ibr correct concepts vfay of 
Ihe ftnAfig rtiac recogcsmig the nkmn i^iAa correlates weakly with 

^nd^ing tbo glcbsl Tnain Ides soucsts the stalls uaed to undo 
stand the local and global main ideas tfi not die In her diacuasion 
on the study of the rr^9^r^ W iTiiflfnfl (iftBS) noted that Ihe vanooa 
deflnrtiona of the ttiaIti idea made a hard to interpret the resolta amaa 
stndies. This atndy rr^A^rA^ that a good definition of the 
neoeaaary m stodying the rr^9^r^ ide& Otherwlae^ the results reaemble 

^mpAim^ nnlik^ ttMn* attH piftf f ^ CD tO 

Tb TTiaiTiwiiTi iDtellecrual intesrl^ an d guide pTicohciietf cumcular 
riwpn atiH claascDom mstnichon, fujtbar srudiea opeiwcnaDy 

the main idea in such a wayaato deepen hsundeietandiog intbe 
reading commonlty Moreomc the rariance noacccimted tar between 
the local ^cbal ideas ^ould be further inrestigated 
The modamte role of the text atmeam refleded in Ihe regreasion 
analyca cooldbe artnbutBd to tbo interaction between atnictuie 
jTiH the raader's pnor knowledge Rinticb (IftM) {bond that a coherendy 
stiuctiued may not riders wtth adeqoate background 

knowledge as moch as it may bclUcate the reader with low background 
knowledge Voss and Sflfiea (lft06) also {cnind that stmctncal aspecta of 
a ten were especially important wtaen the reader had little knowledge 
she ot the content of die ton The topic of ths text In this study wae ftmiU 
lax Id the students The faTmiiAr o^iic may hare prompted the scodenta 
m oradook the ten stneture aignslcd by lha aothox Purdier studios 
need fl> InrasogatB the impact of prior knowledge on stnetm 
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jvu hntfwte BAB idu dMO'tnAOTW^ UBWAif ^>\Jfei^Aa ^itfi>a>ai; 

r^BilJ bL ^ M034BB^ C L 0 Wj j%T A&ttSPf^ 

lamwAiP^ ijifcf ^Aay iMtom ffatr^ba^ KsfOC^QBA 

JbMabtoC L bL tTtf ba^ ^ M» ^Tia ovBAOcaxji ^ 

boHi CA/bo^ak Smtea lDlA»k Uuiwb; ItM 
SaooT^ IL il^M> Uab^aw to &me bqa^m wb otf l^fTtona) dAr* 

AOBA totoe AC^QASDO otflitOl^ lliA^J\^AM0QK ^BJ faP^ JitMC? 

SsauA Kl j (tMV fiftcti ^ JOtoA^ obIqi oc toe o| ^f 

apofUa7 pMU^c /tom^ a^^^Aasertti 60, 21 OS 

& f 90M> wltotoelto^ to J I^i^b (U), 

Jnla (4 4S^M1) VU Seaito tbwoM^ ^ma, toe. 

VbB, J Si£A^ L K (IM} iMBtaf 6 md brns; tot nAttosAOM ^toowMfe 
end CDopce^AotoB toll) w^totsB ■raffVA AdJwwoert J4, 4M4 

^ pittoj , L 1 (iMj. na of 0 BMtoa to IL ^ ^ 

too^pnam b ^ lo^r {pp 61«9fi) Ufl^dato 

grfKjH^ AABdftB 


Waa^ lx 90 dl> & il n^to§ mb toll oe* ^^MdoMAiper itoBloA* 

aV<|« afu<^ftA««w> An ImTUI Ad^to^ Af iBSTW^ 26 3^ 

WOIabaJ A(1Mi) toefld^BgBAB Am AbMtopMof mopv^MtoB 

3p\a to lAfiB^Xtontoi A 6 S02 

WOlAfflA. J 2, Ik^te be to, 6 Gam ^ wlAdn ol dto toi«l ^ todl* 

^SqaJ lAOt^DOe toft pAfO^Afto^ ^ 

AtoMwvtolJ^r^C^ n toSItoil 


McmaT afCoB^ RaaSnj 59 px 2009 


S 


Dr, DopJuM Mh( U a>i AMMWProfliso* at fadUna dfnaBt^Itvtn^ 

uhsre rudis emmn ootUge r^Arf a is^a^rq^rsd st^dsnu 

aoionf «cf>«r nmraTt 5te rRetv^ Jkt AO m aiA toigua^s arts )H»n 

OaHani vi MicAt^art 


